
Jim Cooper has fond memories of 
the old cannon situated in the Sugar 
Creek War Memorial Park. 

“When I was a little boy and 
used to go to the swimming pool, 
I’d sit on the cannon and wait for 
my mom to come get me,” Cooper 
recalled. “I think every kid in Sugar 
Creek has sat on that cannon.”

Cooper said the cannon was 
placed in 1956 and is the same type 
of cannon used in conflicts dating 
back to World War I. 

“Basically, that style of cannon is 
still being used today,” Cooper said. 

The city’s public works depart-
ment reached out to Cooper and the 
VFW and asked if they’d be willing 
to help restore the cannon. The can-
non was repainted using original 

colors, and took a total of six hours 
to complete. 

Cooper quipped painting requires 
about 95 percent planning and 5 
percent actual painting. 

“We probably spent about five 
hours sanding and priming,” Cooper 
said. 

Cooper had the help of a handful 
of other volunteers – Jerry Clark, 
Jimmy Mallinson, Ashley Licata and 
Leon Kelsey. 

“I was lucky enough that when 
I asked them if they’d help, they 
all said yes without any qualms,” 
Cooper said. 

During the painting process, 
Cooper said one of the volunteers 
looked the cannon over with a criti-
cal eye, pointing out any places that 

needed additional paint – any thin 
spots.

“It’s as pretty as it is because she 
spent 20 minutes point out all the 
light spots,” Cooper joked. 

Cooper speculated the city asked 
the VFW for help because of its 
members’ military service. Cooper, 
a former Marine, has experience 
with artillery and was familiar with 
this particular type of cannon. 

“I knew exactly what the colors 
were,” Cooper said. “I just gave 
them a picture and sent them up to 
Sherwin Williams.”

Cooper said the VFW was happy 
to continue its history of helping the 
city, and he’s optimistic this latest 
endeavor will be around for a while. 
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VFW Volunteers Restore Historic Cannon

City of Sugar Creek would like to say “Thank you” to the volunteers of the local VFW who dedicated their 
time & hard work into painting the World War cannon at the City War Memorial Park. This was a much-
needed update, and has brought back new life to this old beauty. Looks absolutely great. So please come 
take a look, the War Memorial is located at 101 N Carlisle. Thank you to Jerry Clark, Jimmy Mallinson, 
Ashley Licata, Leon Kelsey & Jim Cooper.
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 6/14/2021

• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m.
• A quorum was established followed 

by approval of the Consent Agenda.
• Mr. Crumpton spoke on behalf of 

Gilmore-Bell during Business from the 
floor. He explained the refinancing agree-
ment which Gilmore-Bell facilitated. The 
Certificate of Participation for the Police 
and Fire Station was refinanced with 
Central Bank at a lower interest rate with 
a savings in interest of over $238,000.

• The Mayor then began to read the 
ordinances and bills. There were 8 bills 
presented to the Board. All 8 passed 
unanimously. 

a) #4446 authorized payments to 
MPR, Midwest Public Risk, for Worker’s 
Compensation Insurance.

b) #4447 authorized payments to 
MPR for Property & Liability Insurance 
Contributions. 

c) #4448 authorized payment to Fagan 
for repairs to the cooling system at in the 
Police and Fire Station.

d) #4449 authorized purchase of bud-
geted fire equipment. 

e) #4450 authorized payment to Wil-Pav 
for US 24 Highway improvements at the 
corner of US 24 and Sterling. 

f) #4451 approves an agreement for a 
new Employee assistance program. 

g) #4452 approves an agreement 
between the City and BCS Insurance 
Company for Cyber security and liability. 

h) #4453 authorizes the refinance plan 
for the Certificate of Participation with 
Central Bank.

• The mayor handed out his activities. 
The mayor highlighted an incident where 
Spire removed a pile of dirt which had 
been completely blocking a resident’s 
drive for over a week. This incident was 
resolved with the help of Mr. Hedrick. 
The mayor also thanked Mr. Ashby for his 
help installing an air conditioner at the 
CCRC center. The mayor was present at 
the Harry S. Truman Citizen of the Year 
award presented to Senator Roy Blunt. 
The mayor then was invited to tour the 
newly remodeled Truman Library. “A visit 
to the Truman Library should be at the top 
of your list when it reopens to the public. 
It is well worth the experience.”, com-
mented the mayor. Ms. Griego and Ms. 
Childs were recommended to 4-year terms 
on the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
The Aldermen approved unanimously. The 

mayor recommended the following names 
to the Board of Zoning Adjustment which 
were all approved unanimously by the 
Board: Mr. Salva: 5-year term; Mr. Soule 
Jr.: 4-year term; Mr. Jay: 3-year term and 
Mr. Sagehorn: 1-year term.

• Alderman Ray asked Mr. Sparks about 
prices for the playground equipment. Mr. 
Sparks said he forwarded the information 
to the Alderman in an email that stated 
the low bid was $36,000. The Alderman 
asked him to send again. Mr. Sparks said 
he would do it the next day. 

• Alderman Hazelrigg commented on 
the formation of the Norman Davidson 
Scholarship Committee. She felt the 
Committee made good progress in estab-
lishing criteria. The Alderwoman also 
wanted to let everyone know the KC 
Library across from City Hall is back open.

• Alderman Mikulich asked if the pro-
ceeds from the sale of the 1.5 acres for the 
Taco Bell could be put in a special fund 
to be set aside for future expenses on the 
corner of 24 Highway and Sterling. Mrs. 
Guthrie said it had already been separated 
out into a special account for that pur-
pose.

• City Administrator Casey announced 
the budget worksheets for the 21-22 Fiscal 
Year had all been distributed to Heads 
of Department. Mr. Casey informed all 
members the Quarterly Westgate dinner 
has been set for July 22 in NKC, Mo at the 
iWerx center. 

• Chief Soule informed the Council the 
former dispatcher had just moved back 
into the city and took a former dispatcher 
position. Park patrols have begun. The 
Chief wants to make sure all entities are 
in communication about the upcoming 
Fourth of July Parade and Fireworks show.

• Mr. Layton reported the light poles 
for the solar lights were being returned to 
the manufacturer for repair. Mr. Layton 
asked for Wil-Pav to be approved to repair 
Vermont Street between Putnam and Park. 
The Board took his suggestion under 
advisement.

• Mr. Sparks asked the Board to give 
approval of two ordinances that were post-
poned. Mr. Sparks wants to make sure the 
work is staged as efficiently as possible 
and if there is a two-week delay, the work 
for the splash park sewer system and for 
the Disc Golf Tees may not get done when 
it is most advantageous. The ordinances 
will be brought back to next meeting.

• Mr. Cary reported the pre-construction 
for the Taco Bell will take place at 2 PM at 
24 and Sterling. At that time, Mr. Layton 
will be asked for the correct placement 
of the soil retention fences. The Planning 
and Zoning met on June 10 and will bring 
their recommendation to the Board at the 
next Council Meeting. 

• Mrs. McGhee stated the formation 
of the Davidson Scholarship Committee 
went smoothly and thanked everyone who 
attended the scholarship meeting.

• Mrs. Guthrie reported the city is 75% 
of the way through the Fiscal Year with 
revenues at 57% and expenses at 57%. 

• A closed session was conducted to 
discuss personnel issues. Four raises were 
approved. One additional personnel matter 
was discussed with no decision or vote. 
The Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 6/28/2021
• The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 
• After a quorum was established the 

Consent Agenda was passed unanimously.
• The Mayor asked Mr. Cary if there 

was any new evidence for the New 
Evidence Public Hearing.

Mr. Cary said there was none and the 
Aldermen returned to the open meeting.

• In business, Claudia from Muumuu 
Mamas, asked if Mike Onka Hall was 
available on September 11 for a Shriner’s 
Fundraiser. All money raised will fund 
specialized equipment for Shriner children 
to go on trips and family outings. The 
Aldermen voted unanimously to allow the 
Shriners Auxiliary to rent Onka Hall on 
9/11/2021. 

• In further business from the floor, 
Diamond Computers presented software 
packages to improve billing, internet 
safety and make everything run more effi-
ciently. The Aldermen took the informa-
tion under advisement.

• Four bills were presented to the 
Aldermen for approval. All passed unani-
mously.

a) #4454 authorized payment to Beemer 
Construction for a new water line and 
improvements to the existing sanitary 
sewer in preparation for the splash park at 
Kaw Field.

b) #4455 authorized payment to Balmer 
Construction for the installation of Disc 
Golf Tee Pads at LaBenite Park.

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Fire Department

FIRESIDE CHAT– If you have to call 911 for an emergency 
response, do you know what to do? Do you know what information to 
have on hand? An emergency can be an emotional and stressful event. 
Dispatch is the first link in the chain of any emergency response and 
an invaluable asset for responding units. Following these simple tips 
will aid in you and your loved ones receiving a much more efficient 
response from emergency services. 

1. Stay calm and speak clearly. Take a deep breath when you’re 
asked “What and where is your emergency?” This will help both you 
and the dispatcher to interact efficiently. Above all, be respectful and 
allow the trained dispatcher to assist in your emergency.

2. Know the phones you own. Educate everyone about the phone 
system in your home as well as your cell phones. Children and older 
generations may need to use the devices in an emergency and will 
need to know how to operate them. Be sure they know what 911 is 
and to trust the dispatcher. Make sure your child is physically able to 
reach at least one phone in your home. When calling 911 your child 
needs to know their name, parent’s name, telephone number, and 
most importantly their address. Tell them to answer all questions and 
to stay on the phone until instructed to hang up.

3. Know your location. If you do call 911 from a cell phone, this is 
crucial and important. The more accurate and detailed your location 
report is, the quicker dispatchers can get emergency crews to answer 
your call for service. Look for landmarks, cross street signs and build-
ings if the location is unknown. Knowing the location is vital to get-
ting the appropriate police, fire or EMS units to respond timely.

4. Be aware of your surroundings. This is not only helpful in 
determining your location, but it’s crucial in helping you to describe 
other victims, dangerous scenarios or other details about the scene. 
Being a part of the emergency or causing another incident may delay 
or impede emergency response.

5. Don’t hang up. You may hear clicking, static, or pauses as the 
call progresses, but this doesn’t mean your call has been dropped. 
Most 911 calls will end with with the responding units at your loca-
tion.

6. Let the 911 dispatcher guide the conversation. Dispatchers are 
trained in the emergency response process and the pertinent informa-
tion required in the given situation. Sugar Creek dispatchers handle 
all 911 emergency calls for both Fire and Police emergencies. Listening 
and answering the questions accurately when asked are imperative. 
By doing this, it helps the dispatcher understand your situation and 
will assist you with your emergency until the appropriate units arrive.

7. Be patient. The call may seem to take forever or seem like it’s 
being dragged out, but the dispatcher is most likely typing informa-
tion into the system while simultaneously alerting services to your 
whereabouts and situation.

8. Follow all directions. Be sure to ask for clarification if you don’t 
understand, especially if the 911 dispatcher directs you to provide 
emergency aid. If an instruction isn’t clear, make sure to clarify what 
is being asked or directed.

9. Don’t cry wolf. While you should feel free to call 911 in an 
emergency remember, if the situation does not require an immediate 
response, consider calling a non-emergency number instead. The 24/7 
non-emergency line for Sugar Creek is 816-252-5560

Stay safe,
–– Captain Brandon Smith, Sugar Creek Fire Department

Public Works
SOLID WASTE REMINDER– CITY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 36, 

ARTICLE II, DIVISION 1, Sec 36-39 Prohibited practices; To place or 
permit to be placed any solid waste container in a place where it can 
be seen from the public right-of-way, except when it is set out for 
pickup, but in such case no sooner than sunset on the day before 
pickup and no later than sunrise on the day after pickup.

GLASS RECYCLING– The glass recycling container has moved to 
the parking lot at 11232 Chicago at the old gymnasium.

CAR SHOW– The second annual “Crusin’ To The Creek Car Show” 
will be held August 27 at 11007 Kentucky Ave. Registration is $10 per 
vehicle; vehicles must be registered by 6:00 p.m. to be in the judg-
ing. This is an event that is free to the general public. Music and food 
trucks available. For information, contact Sue Mikula 816-252-4413.

SMOKIN’ IN THE CREEK BBQ COOK OFF– October 15; free 
Concert in the Park starts at 7:00 p.m. Watch for more information in 
the weeks to come.

Parks & Recreation
CONCERT & CAR SHOW– Come join us Friday, August 27 from 

4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for the “Cruisin’ to the Creek” Annual Car 
Show. The Fourth Friday Concert will also take place on August 27 
at 7:00 p.m., featuring the band Faded Stranger. Both events will take 
place at Memorial Park, 11007 Kentucky Ave.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK– August 10 at Mike Onka Hall, 11520 
Putnam. Event will start at 6:00 p.m. Hamburgers will be provided; 
please bring a side dish, desert or make a donation.
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FROM MAYOR MIKE LARSON’S DESK 
n continued from page 2

c) #4456 authorized payment to Deere and Company for a John 
Deer 52 inch walk behind mower.

d) #4457 approved a special use permit to allow construction of a 
rental storage facility at 1430 North Allen Road.

• The mayor mentioned a presentation at Union Station that fea-
tured The Parade of Hearts. This will be similar to the painted cows 
on display 20 years ago. This time there will be 100 – 200 hearts 
painted by various artists from the 7 metro counties. If you know an 
artist who would like to have his/her art displayed, direct them to 
www.theparadeofhearts.com.

• Alderman Ray asked Mr. Sparks to forward any playground 
equipment information to himself and Alderwoman Hazelrigg. Mr. 
Sparks agreed to do so. 

• Alderman Mikulich asked Chief Soule about putting notices in 
yards with grass above code and cars parked in the grass. The Chief 
said he would redouble his efforts. The Chief would also work more 
closely with the Codes Department to clear up any confusion about 
campers and boat trailers parked on grass. According to SC Codes, 
any boat or camper must be parked on a hard surface.

• Alderwoman Hazelrigg reminded the mayor to consider approval 
of Mr. Dan Hazelrigg to the Board of Zoning Adjustment. The mayor 
nominated Mr. Hazelrigg to the BZA and the Aldermen voted unani-
mously in favor of the appointment, with Alderwoman Hazelrigg 
abstaining from the vote. This new appointment brings the total 
number of BZA members to five.

• Chief Soule said the Police Department will be ready for the 
Fourth of July Parade. He has been in contact with Public Works and 
has been coordinating duties and assignments for the event. 

• Chief Richardson remarked the Department has been asked to 
walk in the parade but with such a small department, it is just not 
feasible. The Firemen will continue to be present but will be driving 
the vehicles again this year. 

• Mr. Sparks informed the Board this will be his last Council 
Meeting as he has taken a job outside the city. He has enjoyed his 
time in the Creek. 

• Mr. Cary mentioned a couple of items. Most improvements to 
property require a permit. Each permit has an amount associated 
with it for the type and expanse of work completed. That fee gener-
ally covers one or two site inspections. However, even with certified, 
insured contractors, more site inspections are required. Mr. Cary 
wanted to know if additional fees could be added to cover 3, 4, 5 or 
more return site inspections. The Board agreed this seemed reason-
able and Mrs. Baird said the request violated no statute she was 
aware of. These are fees versus licenses as it is a service. More infor-
mation to come next meeting.

• Mr. Cary also wanted to know why there is no driveway permit. 
Some residents, out of courtesy, inform the Building Official about a 
driveway improvement and the possible date of inspection. Mr. Cary 
appreciates this courtesy because there are codes for driveways in the 
city which require the appropriate amount of gravel, rebar and cor-
rect street cut depths. The Aldermen said this was also a reasonable 
request and would expect more information next Council Meeting.

• Finance Director Keisha Guthrie stated we are 75% of the way 
through the fiscal year and are running at 70% of revenues and 70% 
of expenditures.

• In old business, Alderman Steffen asked about progress with the 
sanitary sewer work. Mr. Layton said because of our delay last year, 
we are at the back of the line for work to be done, but it should be 
starting soon. Mr. Layton also said he was working on a proposal to 
replace any known private sanitary sewer lines within the city.

• Seeing no further business, the mayor asked to move into closed 
session. The Aldermen voted unanimously to do so. 

• In closed session, 3 new hires were approved, 2 terminations 
were approved, 1 letter of resignation was accepted, 1 letter of retire-
ment was accepted and 1 issue of litigation was announced. 

• Seeing no further issues, the Aldermen returned to open session 
and approved the Diamond Computer proposal for improvements to 
the Public Works, City Hall, Police and Fire computer systems. 

• The meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

COMMUNITY & YOUTH 
INVOLVEMENT:
n Participate or Conduct Flag Ceremonies & 
 Present Flag Education in Schools
n Keep in contact with legislators regarding 
 Veteran Benefit Issues
n Support Scouting Organizations by donating 
 Kelsey Hall for meetings etc.
n Participate in Achievement Awards in the 
 Community & Schools

n Provide Veterans with Medical Equipment 
 and assistance when needed
n Support Homeless Veterans Programs
n Adopt Veterans and families in need when 
 situation arises throughout the year
n Support ‘National Veterans Services’ – Spot  
 Clips, Unmet Needs, MAP Support Veteran & 
 Military Suicide Prevention – 800-273-8255
n Veterans are available to go to schools and 
 organizations to give presentations

POST EVENTS:
n 1st Sunday of the month Breakfast
 October thru May Mothers & Fathers Day
 

APRIL
n Attend Junior ROTC Cadet Award
 Presentation – we sponsor 6 Cadets
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public

MAY
n Mothers Day Breakfast – open to the public
n Buddy Poppy Drive – funds used to provide 
 relief for Veterans & families
n Hold Memorial Day Ceremony at 
 Memorial Park

JUNE 
n Fathers Day Breakfast – open to the public

JULY
n Provide Honor/Color Guard for Sugar Creek 
 4th of July Parade

AUGUST 
n Hold drives for school supplies, hats & 
 gloves for Elementary schools
n Meet in the Creek Hog Roast – open to
 the public

SEPTEMBER 
n 9/11 Remembrance Day
n Conduct POW/MIA Recognition Ceremony – 
 open to public

OCTOBER
n Flag Retirement Ceremony at Post home – 
 open to the public
n Sponsor Youth Contests/Events – Voice of 
 Democracy; Patriots Pen, etc.
n Support National Home for Children trip to 
 Eaton Rapids, Michigan

NOVEMBER 
n Veterans Day Ceremony at the ‘Wall of 
 Honor’ – open to the public
n Provide Veterans Day Programs at
 schools & organizations
n Provide Thanksgiving Dinner – open to
 the public

DECEMBER
n Adopt Veterans & Families in need for 
 Holiday Season
n Children’s Christmas Party at our adopted 
 National Guard Unit 1129 Infantry

SUGAR CREEK VFW INVITES YOU TO JOIN 
US IN SUPPORTING VETERANS

VETERAN AND AUXILLARY PROGRAMS

PLEASE BE SURE 
TO RECYCLE

The City of Sugar Creek reminds all residents...
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Patton Will Be Missed

Phillip (Sonny) Steele Patton Jr. 85, of Independence, MO 
passed away June 7, 2021 at home surrounded by his loved 
ones.

Phillip was born in Kansas City, MO and was raised in Sugar 
Creek, MO. Phillip enlisted in the United States Army in 1954 
and served 3 years in Germany and Korea during peacetime. 
After military service, Phillip worked at KAW Transport and 
later as a heavy equipment operator.

Phillip was a devoted Catholic and a member of St. Marks 
Catholic Church in Independence, MO. Phillip greatest love was 
his wife Edna (Sue) Patton of 46 happy years. 

Phil leaves behind his wife, two daughters, two sons, and 
one sister. Phillip also leaves behind 8 grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren.

Phillip was proceeded in death by his parents, one son, one 
brother, and one sister.

Life of Mikula Remembered
Dennis Mikula Sr. of Lee’s Summit, MO, passed away June 

14, 2021 at the age of 40.
Dennis was born in Sugar Creek, MO on August 24, 1980 to 

Sue and Joseph Mikula. He attended St. Anne’s Elementary, 
William Chrisman High School, and St. Mary’s High School in 
Sugar Creek. Dennis married Shontay Osterman on February 14, 
2020. Dennis worked as a Database Administrator, and loved 
gaming of all sorts.

Dennis was preceded in death by his father, his grandparents, 
two aunts, two uncles and one cousin. He leaves behind his 
wife, two sons, his mother, along with numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

McGonigle Will Be Missed
Martha Faye McGonigle, 65, of Sugar Creek, MO passed away 

at her residence.
Martha was born July 5, 1955, in Kansas City, MO to Hoarse 

“Dale” and Ione Lucille (Peterson) Hudgens Dunn and has been 
a lifelong area resident. 

Martha worked in the banking and mortgage industry for 
over 14 years. She also was a caretaker/companion for several 
families over the years. Her survivors include her husband, one 
daughter, two grandsons, two sisters, and one brother.

 At the library...
AUGUST 2021

THE SUGAR CREEK 
LIBRARY IS OPEN!

We will have new branch hours: Monday 
through Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; 

Friday and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; Closed 
Sunday. We have some new faces at the branch so stop by and 
introduce yourself!

n SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Come on in and register for the Summer Reading Program and 
pick up your free book and drinking cup today! This program is 
open to adults, teens and children.

n AFTER LUNCH BOOK GROUP
The monthly After Lunch Book Group will meet virtually on 
August 12 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss A.J. Baime’s The Accidental 
President. The program will still be virtual for August, but we 
hope to return to in person programming by the fall.

n PASSPORT PROCESSING
We now process passport applications at this branch. No ap-
pointment is necessary. Please see https://link.edgepilot.com/s/
fdeaaa50/5IsR1zSP60qFfiXK5ZHSOA?u=http://www.kclibrary.
org/ for details.

Summer time is pool time! 
And pool time is fun time! If you are fortunate enough to have a pool

for this summer, enjoy it to the ultimate! There can also be many
hazards associated with swimming pools. For the safety of your

family and guests, before making a pool purchase, or getting your pool
ready for the season, please stop by Sugar Creek City Hall to pick up

your copy of pool and fencing regulations and your pool permit. All swimming 
pools over 24 inches in depth require an annual pool permit.

PATRIOTIC HOME 
Honorable Mention
209 Forest
11202 Putnam
11214 Norledge 

3rd Place – 12010 Park
2nd Place – 10603 Felton 
1st Place – 203 Sterling 

PATRIOTIC BUSINESS 
Honorable Mention 
The Sugar Inn 

3rd Place – Community Access
2nd Place  – Nena’s Pizza
1st Place – Kross’ Lounge/
                        Ernie’s Restaurant 

PATRIOTIC DISPLAY CHALLENGE RESULTS

A big congratulations to our winners, and thank you to all that participated!
We look forward to next year to see even more competitors. 
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